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UN IT-1 

 Where the Mind is Without Fear: Line by line Explanation 

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high; 

In the very first line, the poet prays to the Almighty that his countrymen should be free 

from any fear of oppression or forced compulsion. He wishes that everyone in his country 

has his head held high in dignity. In other words, according to him, in a truly free country 

every person should be fearless and should have a sense of self dignity. 

Where knowledge is free; 

In the second line of Where the Mind is Without Fear the poet dreams of a nation where 

knowledge would be free. Education should not be restricted to the upper class only but 

everybody should be allowed to acquire knowledge. Not only that, the children should 

learn freely from the nature and the world around them. They should not be forced 

memorize some predetermined lessons. And this is Tagore‟s typical concept of education. 

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments 

By narrow domestic walls; 



In the next two lines, the poet emphasizes the unity of not only of his countrymen but 

also of the entire world. He thinks there should be no division among people based on 

their caste, creed, color, religion or other baseless superstitions. In other words, 

prejudices and superstitions should not divide the people in groups and break their unity. 
Where words come out from the depth of truth; 

In line 5 of Where the Mind is Without Fear, Tagore wants a nation where people are 

truthful. They should not be superficial and words should come out from the depth of 

their hearts. 

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection; 

In the sixth line of the poem, the poet wants everyone to work hard to reach their goal, 

and in the long run to reach perfection. . He thinks they should not be tired by working. 

People should not be lazy and ignoring their work. 
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way 

Into the dreary desert sand of dead habits; 

In line 7, the poet compares „reason‟ or logical thinking to a “clear stream‟ and in the 

next line compares „dead habits‟ or superstitious beliefs to a „dreary desert‟. He wants the 

stream of reason not to lose its way into the desert of prejudices. In short, people‟s 

thought should be monitored by rational thinking, not by superstition; logic should rule 

over old baseless beliefs. 

Where the mind is led forward by thee 

Into ever-widening thought and action; 

In line 9 and 10 the poet wishes his countrymen to be progressive and broad-minded. He 

wants that their minds are “led forward” to “ever-widening thought and action” by the 

Almighty. In short, we should be open-minded and do something unusual or 

extraordinary, overcoming the narrowness of mind. 

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake 

In the final line of the poem, the poet addresses the God as „Father‟. He asks him to 

awaken his country into such a „heaven of freedom‟ where the above conditions meet. 

To make it clear, the poet prays to the Almighty (my Father) to raise or lift (awake) his 

country to such heights where freedom would be realised at its best (a heaven of 

freedom). In turn, he is actually praying that God awakens his countrymen so that they 

come out from the darkness of ignorance, prejudices, disunity and all other evils. 

A HERO. R.K. NARAYAN 
Swami is a young child living in Malgudi with his parents and grandmother 

Swami portrays the growing up pangs of a boy who despises school, as he makes excuses and 

roams around Malgudi with his friends. Swami‟s father works in a government office and his 



mother is a housewife. At home, Swami shares his adventures with his aged granny, who 

lovingly addresses him as “Chamy.” Swami also has two close friends: Mani and Rajam 

Once while reading the newspaper, his father reads an article about the bravery shown by an 8-

year old boy and feels that Swami should do something similar 

Swami has the habit of sleeping with his grandmother after listening to a story told by her. This 

irritates Swami‟s father. Swami‟s father then challenges, or rather forces, him to sleep in his 

office. 

When Swami tells his friends of the ordeal, his friends warn him about a ghost living near the 

office. 

Swami ask his friends for advice on how to escape from his father‟s challenge. They tell him to 

go to bed before his father comes home from work. 

However, his father does not let him sleep at home, wakes him and takes him there 

Swami tries to negotiate with his father to let him sleep in the house in a separate room. But his 

father refuses. However, he lets Swami sleep with the door and windows open 

When Swami sleeps in his father‟s office he has nightmares about the ghost and wakes up with a 

start. At the same time, Swami spots an intruder breaking into the office. Mistaking him for the 

ghost, Swami grabs the intruder‟s leg and yells for help. 

The family members catch the thief and hand him over to the police. 

The police appreciate him and want him to join the police force but Swami wants to work 

as an Engine driver or Bus conductor. 

Tryst with Destiny speech made by Pt Jawaharlal 

Nehru 
Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we shall 

redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke 

of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom. A 

moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out from the old to 

the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds 

utterance. 

 

It is fitting that at this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to the service 

of India and her people and to the still larger cause of humanity. 

 



At the dawn of history India started on her unending quest, and trackless centuries 

which are filled with her striving and the grandeur of her success and her failures. 

Through good and ill fortune alike she has never lost sight of that quest or forgotten 

the ideals which gave her strength. We end today a period of ill fortune and India 

discovers herself again. 

The achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity, to the 

greater triumphs and achievements that await us. Are we brave enough and wise 

enough to grasp this opportunity and accept the challenge of the future? 

Freedom and power bring responsibility. The responsibility rests upon this assembly, 

a sovereign body representing the sovereign people of India. Before the birth of 

freedom we have endured all the pains of labour and our hearts are heavy with the 

memory of this sorrow. Some of those pains continue even now. Nevertheless, the 

past is over and it is the future that beckons to us now. 

 

That future is not one of ease or resting but of incessant striving so that we may fulfil 

the pledges we have so often taken and the one we shall take today. The service of 

India means the service of the millions who suffer. It means the ending of poverty and 

ignorance and disease and inequality of opportunity. 

 

The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe every tear from 

every eye. That may be beyond us, but as long as there are tears and suffering, so long 

our work will not be over. 

 

And so we have to labour and to work, and work hard, to give reality to our dreams. 

Those dreams are for India, but they are also for the world, for all the nations and 

peoples are too closely knit together today for anyone of them to imagine that it can 

live apart. 

 

Peace has been said to be indivisible; so is freedom, so is prosperity now, and so also 

is disaster in this one world that can no longer be split into isolated fragments. 

 

To the people of India, whose representatives we are, we make an appeal to join us 

with faith and confidence in this great adventure. This is no time for petty and 

destructive criticism, no time for ill will or blaming others. We have to build the noble 

mansion of free India where all her children may dwell 

The appointed day has come - the day appointed by destiny - and India stands forth 

again, after long slumber and struggle, awake, vital, free and independent. The past 

clings on to us still in some measure and we have to do much before we redeem the 

pledges we have so often taken. Yet the turning point is past, and history begins anew 

for us, the history which we shall live and act and others will write about. 

 



It is a fateful moment for us in India, for all Asia and for the world. A new star rises, 

the star of freedom in the east, a new hope comes into being, a vision long cherished 

materialises. May the star never set and that hope never be betrayed! 

We rejoice in that freedom, even though clouds surround us, and many of our people 

are sorrow-stricken and difficult problems encompass us. But freedom brings 

responsibilities and burdens and we have to face them in the spirit of a free and 

disciplined people. 

 

On this day our first thoughts go to the architect of this freedom, the father of our 

nation, who, embodying the old spirit of India, held aloft the torch of freedom and 

lighted up the darkness that surrounded us. 

 

We have often been unworthy followers of his and have strayed from his message, but 

not only we but succeeding generations will remember this message and bear the 

imprint in their hearts of this great son of India, magnificent in his faith and strength 

and courage and humility. We shall never allow that torch of freedom to be blown out, 

however high the wind or stormy the tempest. 

 

Our next thoughts must be of the unknown volunteers and soldiers of freedom who, 

without praise or reward, have served India even unto death. 

 

We think also of our brothers and sisters who have been cut off from us by political 

boundaries and who unhappily cannot share at present in the freedom that has come. 

They are of us and will remain of us whatever may happen, and we shall be sharers in 

their good and ill fortune alike. 

 

The future beckons to us. Whither do we go and what shall be our endeavour? To 

bring freedom and opportunity to the common man, to the peasants and workers of 

India; to fight and end poverty and ignorance and disease; to build up a prosperous, 

democratic and progressive nation, and to create social, economic and political 

institutions which will ensure justice and fullness of life to every man and woman. 

 

We have hard work ahead. There is no resting for any one of us till we redeem our 

pledge in full, till we make all the people of India what destiny intended them to be. 

 

We are citizens of a great country, on the verge of bold advance, and we have to live 

up to that high standard. All of us, to whatever religion we may belong, are equally 

the children of India with equal rights, privileges and obligations. We cannot 

encourage communalism or narrow-mindedness, for no nation can be great whose 

people are narrow in thought or in action. 

 



To the nations and peoples of the world we send greetings and pledge ourselves to 

cooperate with them in furthering peace, freedom and democracy. 

 

And to India, our much-loved motherland, the ancient, the eternal and the ever-new, 

we pay our reverent homage and we bind ourselves afresh to her service. Jai Hind . 

Indian Weavers 

WEAVERS, weaving at break of day,  
Why do you weave a garment so gay? . . .  
Blue as the wing of a halcyon wild,  
We weave the robes of a new-born child. 
 
 
Weavers, weaving at fall of night,  
Why do you weave a garment so bright? . . .  
Like the plumes of a peacock, purple and green,  
We weave the marriage-veils of a queen. 
 
 
Weavers, weaving solemn and still,  
What do you weave in the moonlight chill? . . .  
White as a feather and white as a cloud,  
We weave a dead man's funeral shroud. 

https://allpoetry.com/Indian-Weavers


 

The Portrait of a Lady Summary 

By Khushwant Singh 
The Portrait of a Lady’ is written in first person and is in the biographical 
mode. In this story, the writer gives a detailed account of his Grandmother 
with whom he had a long association. Khushwant Singh recalls his 



Grandmother as short, fat and slightly bent. Her silver hair was scattered 
untidily on her wrinkled face. She hobbled around the house in white clothes 
with one hand resting on her waist and the other telling the beads of her 
rosary. Khushwant Singh remembers her as not very pretty but always 
beautiful. He compares her serene face to that of a winter landscape, During 
their long stay in the village, Grandmother woke him up in the morning, 
plastered his wooden slate, prepared his breakfast, and escorted him to school. 
While he studied alphabets, she read the scriptures in the temple attached to 
the school. On their way back home she fed stale chapattis to stray dogs. The 
turning point in their relationship came when they went to live in the city. 
Now, the author went to a city school in a motor bus and studied English, law 
of gravity, Archimedes’ principle and many more things which she could not 
understand at all. 

Grandmother could no longer accompany him to school nor help him in his 
studies. She was upset that there was no teaching of God and scriptures at city 
school. Instead he was given music lesson which, according to her, was not 
meant for gentlefolk. But she said nothing. 

When Khushwant Singh went to a university, he was given a separate room. 
The common link of their friendship was snapped. Grandmother rarely talked 
to anyone now. She spent most of her time sitting beside her spinning wheel, 
reciting prayers, and feeding the sparrows in the afternoon. When the author 
left for abroad, Grandmother did not get disturbed. Rather, she saw him off at 
the railway station. Seeing her old age, the narrator thought that it was his last 
meeting with her. But, contrary to his thinking, when he returned after a span 
of five years, Grandmother was there to receive him. She celebrated the 
occasion by singing songs of the home coming of warriors on an old 
dilapidated drum, along with the ladies of the neighbourhood. 

Next morning she got ill. Although the doctor said it was a mild fever and 
would go away soon, she could foresee that her end was near. She did not want 
to waste time talking to anyone. She lay peacefully in bed praying and telling 
the beads till her lips stopped moving and the rosary fell from her lifeless 
fingers. To mourn her death thousands of sparrows flew in and sat scattered 
around her body. There was no chirruping and when Khushwant Singh’s 
mother threw breadcrumbs to the sparrows, they took no notice of the bread. 
They flew away quietly when the dead body of Grandmother was carried away 
for last rites. 



The Solitary Reaper 
BY WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 

Behold her, single in the field,  

Yon solitary Highland Lass!  

Reaping and singing by herself;  

Stop here, or gently pass!  

Alone she cuts and binds the grain,  

And sings a melancholy strain;  

O listen! for the Vale profound  

Is overflowing with the sound.  

 

No Nightingale did ever chaunt  

More welcome notes to weary bands  

Of travellers in some shady haunt,  

Among Arabian sands:  

A voice so thrilling ne'er was heard  

In spring-time from the Cuckoo-bird,  

Breaking the silence of the seas  

Among the farthest Hebrides.  

 

Will no one tell me what she sings?—  

Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow  

For old, unhappy, far-off things,  

And battles long ago:  

Or is it some more humble lay,  

Familiar matter of to-day?  

Some natural sorrow, loss, or pain,  

That has been, and may be again?  

 

Whate'er the theme, the Maiden sang  

As if her song could have no ending;  

I saw her singing at her work,  

And o'er the sickle bending;—  

I listened, motionless and still;  

And, as I mounted up the hill,  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/william-wordsworth


The music in my heart I bore,  

Long after it was heard no more.  

****************************************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT-2 







SYNONYMS & ANTONYMS 

































Prefixes 

A prefix is a group of letters placed before the root of a word. For 
example, the word “unhappy” consists of the prefix “un-” [which means 
“not”] combined with the root (or stem) word “happy”; the word 
“unhappy” means “not happy.” 

A short list of prefixes: 

Prefix Meaning Examples 

de- from, down, away, reverse, 

opposite 

decode, decrease 

dis- not, opposite, reverse, away disagree, disappear 

ex- out of, away from, lacking, former exhale, explosion 

il- not illegal, illogical 

im- not, without impossible, improper 

in- not, without inaction, invisible 

mis- bad, wrong mislead, misplace 

non- not nonfiction, nonsense 

pre- before prefix, prehistory 

pro- for, forward, before proactive, profess, 

program 

re- again, back react, reappear 

un- against, not, opposite undo, unequal, unusual 
Suffixes 



A suffix is a group of letters placed after the root of a word. For 
example, the word flavorless consists of the root word “flavor” combined 
with the suffix “-less” [which means “without”]; the word “flavorless” 
means “having no flavor.” 

A short list of suffixes: 

Suffix Meaning Examples 

-able able to, having the quality of comfortable, 

portable 

-al relating to annual comical 

-er comparative bigger, stronger 

-est superlative strongest, tiniest 

-ful full of beautiful, grateful 

-ible forming an adjective reversible, terrible 

-ily forming an adverb eerily, happily, 

lazily 

-ing denoting an action, a material, or a 

gerund 

acting, showing 

-less without, not affected by friendless, tireless 

-ly forming an adjective clearly, hourly 

-ness denoting a state or condition kindness, wilderness 

-y full of, denoting a condition, or a 

diminutive 

glory, messy, 

victory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



UNIT-3 















Understanding Verbs: Basic Types of 
Verbs 

In the English language, there are three basic types of verbs: action verbs, linking 

verbs, and auxiliary verbs, sometimes called helping verbs. Le t’s explore each type 

of verb in detail: 

Action Verbs 

Action verbs express action by describing the behavior of a person, place or thing. 

They may describe physical or mental actions. 

John thinks about moving to Alaska every day. 

The truck driver honks his horn when vehicles swerve into his path. 

Test: To identify a word as an action verb, ask yourself: “Does this word express 

something I can do?” For an example, let’s look at the following sentence: “Mary 

jumped rope every Saturday.” 

Can you Mary? No. Can you jump? Yes. Can you rope? No. Therefore, the verb is 

jumped. 



Linking Verbs 

Linking verbs link the subject (noun phrase) of the sentence with the rest of the 

sentence. Many linking verbs are forms of “to be.” Let’s take a look at some 

examples: 

James is a nice person. 

The new cat could be a calico. 

Just as action verbs describe what a subject does, linking verbs describe the 

subject in some other way. Most often, they define or describe the subject of the 

sentence. Note that in the two example sentences the linking verb connects the 

subject to its definition. In the first sentence, Jane is defined as a nice person; in the 

second sentence, the new cat is identified as a possible calico. 

The lists below show various forms of "to be" that function as linking verbs: 

 am 
 has been 
 would have been 
 are 
 have been 
 should have been 

 be 
 being 
 could have been 
 is 
 was 
 will have been 
 will be 

 can be 
 could be 
 shall have been 
 were 
 has been 
 have been 
 shall be 
 should be 

Auxiliary Verbs  

Auxiliary verbs, which are sometimes called helping verbs, act as helpers to other 

verbs. They appear in front of action verbs and linking verbs. Let’s view some 

examples: 



The Girl Scouts are meeting after school today. 

 

We have been waiting for twenty minutes in the dentist’s office. 

Although there are a variety of auxiliary verbs in the English language, the following 

words are a few that often function as helping verbs. Note that these auxiliary verbs 

may function as action or linking verbs in other cases. 

 can 
 may 
 must 
 shall 
 will 
 has 

 could 
 might 
 would 
 should 
 had 
 have 

Test: To distinguish between an auxiliary verb and a linking verb, simply look to see 

whether an action verb immediately follows the “to be” verb. For example, in the 

sentence “John was wearing his lucky sneakers at the baseball game,” the action 

verb wearing immediately follows the “to be” verb was, so we know that the “to be” 

verb in this case is an auxiliary verb because it is “helping” out the action 

verb wearing. However, in the sentence “I was angry,” the “to be” verb  was appears 

alone, so it cannot be classified as an auxiliary verb. In this case it is a linking verb 

that describes how I was feeling. 

Present Simple Tense 
Form 

 

 

I/ you/ we/ they He/ she/ it/ James 

Positive 

I/ you/ we/ they + bare infinitive 

We go to bed early. 

He/ she/ it/ James + Verb – s/ es  

She goes to bed early. 

Negative I/ you/ we/ they + do not + bare He/ she/ it/ James + does not + bare 



 

I/ you/ we/ they He/ she/ it/ James 

infinitive 

Do not = don’t 

They don’t go to bed early. 

infinitive 

Does not = doesn’t 

James doesn’t go to bed early. 

Question 

Do + I/ you/ we/ they + 

bare infinitive? 

Do they go to bed early? 

Does + he/ she/ it/ James + 

bare infinitive? 

Does she go to bed early? 

Usages 

 

  To describe habits, timetables, repeated actions or events 

 She usually wakes up at 6 o’clock. 

 To talk about general truths 

 The Sun rises in the East 

 To give instructions or directions 

 Don’t open that box. Throw it away. 

 To talk about something that is fixed in the future 

 The bus leaves at 8 pm. Hurry up! 

Present Continuous Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + am/ is/ are + Verb - ING 
She is writing to her grandma now. 

Negative 

Subject + am/ is/ are + not + Verb – ING 

Is not = isn’t 

Are not = aren’t 



Positive 

Subject + am/ is/ are + Verb - ING 
She is writing to her grandma now. 

She isn’t writing to her grandma now. 

Question 

Am/ is/ are + Subject + Verb – ING? 
Is she writing to her grandma now? 

Usages 

 

 To talk about things which are happening at the moment of speaking 

 Don’t go out. It’s raining outside now. 

 To talk about things which happen again and again (a complaint) 

 He’s always talking in class. 

 To talk about things which are planned or arranged in the near future 

 I am leaving for London tomorrow. 

 To talk about things which are changing or developing 

 More and more English centers are mushrooming nowadays. 

Present Perfect Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + has/ have + Past Participle 

Has = ‘s 

Have = ‘ve 
She’s done her homework. 

Negative 

Subject + has/ have + not + Past Participle 
She has not done her homework. 

Question 

Has/ Have + Subject + Past Participle? 
Has she done her homework? 



Usages 

 

  To talk about things which happened in the past, and continue to the present 

 My parents have lived in England for 20 years. 

 To talk about things which happened in the past, but not at a specific time 

 My mom has gone to work. 

 To talk about things we have done many times in the past and continue to do 

 She has practiced the piano since she was 6. 

 To talk about an experience which is connected to the present 

 This is the most beautiful flower I have ever seen. 

Past Simple Tense 
Form 

 

 

TOBE OTHER VERBS 

Positive 

Subject + was/ were + … 

(I/ he/ she/ it + was) 

(They/ we/ you + were) 

I was sick yesterday. 

They were sick last week. 

Subject + Past simple 

She went shopping last month. 

We got up late yesterday. 

Negative 

Subject + was/ were + not + … 

Was not = wasn’t 

Were not = weren’t 

I wasn’t sick yesterday. 

They weren’t sick last week. 

Subject + did not + Bare infinitive 

Did not = didn’t 

She didn’t go shopping last month. 

We didn’t get up late yesterday. 

Question 

Were/ was + Subject + …? 

Were you sick yesterday? 

Did + Subject + Bare infinitive? 

Did she go shopping last month? 



 

TOBE OTHER VERBS 

Were they sick last week? Did you get up late yesterday? 

Usages 

 

  to talk about actions finished in the past 

 I met him last week. 

 to talk about a series of actions completed in the past 

 I woke up, had breakfast and went to school. 

Past Continuous Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + was/ were + Verb-ING 
She was cooking when I came. 

Negative 

Subject + was/ were + not + Verb-ING 
She wasn’t cooking when I came. 

Question 

Was/ were + Subject + Verb-ING? 
Was she cooking when you came? 

Usages 

 

  To talk about an incomplete action at a specific in the past 

 Max was playing games yesterday afternoon. 

 To talk about an incomplete action that was interrupted by another 

 I was doing my homework when my mom called. 

 To talk about two actions that were happening at the same time 

 My mom was cooking while my dad was reading newspaper. 



 To talk about an action that happens many times and irritates the speaker 

 She was always talking in class. 

Past Perfect Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + had + Past Participle 
She had done her homework when I came. 

Negative 

Subject + had + not + Past Participle 

Had not = hadn’t 
She hadn’t done her homework when I came. 

Question 

Had + Subject + Past Participle? 
Had she done her homework when you came? 

Usages 

 

The past perfect and present perfect are used in the same way. However, the past 

perfect refers to a time in the past, while the present perfect refers to a time in the 

present. 

  to talk about something started in the past and still continued to a given time 

in the past 

 I had learned English for 10 years. 

 to talk about something happened before another action in the past 

 My mom had come home before it rained. 

Simple Future Tense 
Simple Future Tense with WILL  

Form 



 

Positive 

Subject + will + Bare infinitive 

Will = ‘ll 

My mom will go shopping tomorrow. 

Negative 

Subject + will not + Bare infinitive 

Will not = won’t 

My mom won’t go shopping tomorrow. 

Question 

Will + Subject + Bare infinitive? 

Will your mom go shopping tomorrow? 

Usages 

 

  To talk about a prediction 

 I am sure he’ll come late. 

 To express a spontaneous decision 

 I’ll get there by bus. 

 To make an offer or promise 

 I’ll take care of your cat carefully. 

Future Continuous Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + will be + Verb-ING 

Will = ‘ll 
My mom will be going shopping this time tomorrow. 

Negative 

Subject + will not be + Verb-ING 

Will not = won’t 
My mom won’t be going shopping this time tomorrow. 



Positive 

Subject + will be + Verb-ING 

Will = ‘ll 
My mom will be going shopping this time tomorrow. 

Question 

Will + Subject + be + Verb-ING? 
Will your mom be going shopping this time tomorrow? 

Usages 

 

  To talk about an action at a particular moment 

 At 8 pm tomorrow, I’ll be watching TV. 

 To talk about something that will be in progress 

 Don’t come to his office now, he’ll be working. 

Future Perfect Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + will have + Past participle 

Will = ‘ll 
I’ll have done my homework by 5 pm. 

Negative 

Subject + will not have + Past participle 

will not = won’t 
I won’t have done my homework by 5 pm. 

Question 

Will + Subject + have + Past participle? 
Will you have done your homework by 5 pm? 

Usages 

 

  To talk about a completed action in the future 

 She’ll have got here by this time next week. 



 My parents will have visited my by next Monday. 

Present Perfect Continuous 
Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + has/ have + been + Verb-ING 
She’s been waiting here for 2 hours. 

Negative 

Subject + has/ have + not + been + Verb-ING 

Has not = hasn’t 

Have not = haven’t 
She hasn’t been waiting here for 2 hours. 

Question 

Has/ Have + Subject + been + Verb-ING? 
Has she been waiting here for 2 hours? 

Usages 

 

  To talk about an unfinished action or things with the connection between the 

past and the present 

 I have been working here since 1990. 

 Compare present perfect and present perfect continuous 

 

Present Perfect Present Perfect Continuous 

Similarities 

Talk about an action that began in the past and is still going on or has just 

finished 

Differences  

Emphasize an action that is 

completed 

I have already done my homework. 

 (I have finished homework.) 

Emphasize that something is not 

finished 

I have been doing my homework since 



 

Present Perfect Present Perfect Continuous 

3 pm. 

 (I am still doing homework.) 

Talk about how much/many have 

been completed 

 My mom has made 11 cookies. 

Talk about how long something has 

been happening 

 My mom has been makingcookies for 

3 hours. 

Talk about permanent situations 

I have lived here for 10 years. 

Talk about more temporary situations 

 Ex: I have been living here for 2 

weeks. 

Past Perfect Continuous Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + had been + Verb-ING 
She had been cooking in the kitchen for hours when I got home. 

Negative 

Subject + had not been + Verb-ING 
She had not been cooking in the kitchen for hours when I got home. 

Question 

Had + Subject + been Verb-ING? 
Had she been cooking in the kitchen for hours when you got home? 

Usages 

 

The past perfect continuous is partly like the present perfect continuous, but it 

refers to a continuous action that was finished at some point in the past. 

More examples: 

 I recognized that I had been doing nonsense things to change her. 

 Jim and Laura had not been working at the same place for years before they 

saw each other last month. 



 He had been waiting for me for hours before I came. 

 Had you been studying Spanish for 7 years before you moved to Spain? 

Future Perfect Continuous 
Tense 
Form 

 

Positive 

Subject + will have been + Verb - ING 
I’ll have been working here for 3 years in April. 

Negative 

Subject + won’t have been + Verb - ING 
I won’t have been working here for 3 years in April. 

Question 

Will + Subject + have been + Verb - ING? 
Will you have been working here for 3 years in April? 

Usages 

 

  To talk about an action that are not finished now but will be finished in the 

future 

 On Friday I’ll have been staying here for a week. 

 By the time the train comes, I’ll been waiting for 3 hours. 

What is an Adverb 
Definition of Adverb: Most often, adverbs modify verbs. When adverbs modify verbs, 

they describe the verb, much like an adjective modifies or describes a noun. 

Here are a few adverb examples. 

 David quickly walked. 

“Quickly” is an adverb modifying the verb, “walked.” This adverb tells how David 

walked. 

 Amanda sings loudly. 

“Loudly” is an adverb modifying the verb, “sings.” This adverb tells how Amanda sings. 



Adverbs often, but not always, end in “ly.” These adverbs can usually be formed by 

adding “ly” to an adjective. 

 strangely (strange + ly) 

 quietly (quiet + ly) 

 joyfully (joyful + ly) 

There are thousands of different adverb examples, but here is just a short list of some 

common ones. 

 Happily (happy + ly) 

 Beautifully (beautiful + ly) 

 Easily (easy + ly) 

 Clearly (clear + ly) 

 Closely (close + ly) 

 Highly (high + ly) 

 Rarely (rare + ly) 

 Softly (soft + ly) 

 Quietly (quiet + ly) 

 Wrongly (wrong + ly) 

As you can see, it is very common for adverbs to end in “ly.” 

Examples of Adverbs Modifying Verbs 
 David walked quickly. 

“Quickly” is an adverb modifying the verb, “walked.” This adverb tells how David 

walked. 

 Amanda sings loudly. 

“Loudly” is an adverb modifying the verb, “sings.” This adverb tells how Amanda sings. 

Examples of Adverbs Modifying Adjectives 
 Kate is a stunningly beautiful girl. 

“Stunningly” is an adverb modifying the adjective, “beautiful.” This adverb further 

describes Kate‟s beauty. 

 Tantalizingly delicious chocolate-chip cookies are baking in the oven. 

“Tantalizingly” is an adverb modifying the adjective, “delicious.” This adverb further 

describes how delicious the cookies are. 

Examples of Adverbs Modifying Adverbs 
 I nearly always agree with the local newspaper‟s position. 



“Nearly” is an adverb modifying the adverb “always.” This adverb along with the adverb 

“always” modifies the extent to which “I” agree with the newspaper. 

 My brother moves quite slowly in the morning. 

“Quite” is an adverb modifying the adverb “slowly.” This adverb along with the adverb 

“slowly” modifies the how my brother moves in the morning. 

Different Types of Adverbs 
When adverbs modify, they tell when, where, how, and to what extent something occurs. 

An easy way to spot an adverb is to ask yourself a question (WHEN? WHERE? HOW? 

TO WHAT EXTENT?) to see if the adverb fits the answer. See the examples below to 

see sentences with adverbs that answer each of these questions. 

Examples of Adverbs that tell WHEN 
 today 

 I will go to the store today. (WHEN will I go to the store? Today.) 

 soon 

 The milk will soon expire. (WHEN will the milk expire? Soon.) 

 often 

 Sandra works from home often. (WHEN does Sandra work from home? Often.) 

Examples of Adverbs that tell WHERE 
 everywhere 

 In the desert at night, stars are visible everywhere. (WHERE are stars 

visible? Everywhere.) 

 above 

 Above, I saw three flying objects. (WHERE did I see three flying 

objects? Above. 

 beyond 

 The horizon stretches beyond. (WHERE does the horizon stretch? Beyond.) 

Examples of Adverbs that tell HOW (In what manner?) 
 carefully 

 Yvan carefully placed the last puzzle piece. (HOW did Yvan place the last 

puzzle piece? Carefully.) 

 gratefully 

 Gratefully, the movie star accepted the award. (HOW did the movie star accept 

the award? Gratefully.) 

 peacefully 

 I left the sermon peacefully. (HOW did I leave the sermon? Peacefully) 

Examples of Adverbs that tell TO WHAT EXTENT (How much?) 
 almost 



 The shooter almost missed the target. (TO WHAT EXTENT did the shooter 

miss the target? Almost.) 

 barely 

 The band barely arrived on time. (TO WHAT EXTENT did the band 

arrive? Barely.) 

 completely 

 The dance team completely forgot their choreography. (TO WHAT EXTENT 

did the dance team forget? Completely). 
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UNIT-4 

Comprehension Passage 

The word comprehension means the ability to understand what you 

listen or what you read. It is an exercise which aims at improving or 



testing one‟s ability to understand a language. Try to remember your 

English class at your school. Each day you were taught new lessons. 

The stories, the poem, the questions, and answers were unseen to you 

before you read them. Similarly, in a comprehension test, you are given 

a passage or a paragraph or two. These paragraphs show the idea or 

mood, concerning issues, their solutions that the author provides. Your 

main task is to answer the questions asked from the passage. 

Misconception Regarding Comprehension Test 

There are some misconceptions related to the way of answering 

comprehension test. These misconceptions are 

 It is possible to understand the key idea of the paragraph by just 
reading the first and the last sentence. But this is not always correct. 

 Reading the questions first will help to understand the paragraph 
better. This is also not always true because: 
It is not possible for a person to remember all the questions. Also, 
the questions are sometimes indirect in nature. The order of the 
questions is not always in accordance with the progression of the 
paragraph. 

It is advisable to avoid these misconceptions in order to get better 

insights about the passage. 

Requisite Skills 

To develop a better level of comprehension one requires certain skills: 

 Logical ability 

 The ability to infer 



 Analytical ability 

 Reasoning ability 

 Ability to understand the main motive or the idea of the author. 

 Reading speed 

 Vocabulary power 

 Remembering some important information from the paragraph 
otherwise, we need to refer the paragraph again and again which 
will consume more time. 

 

Important Strategy to Solve Comprehension Passages 

 Read the passage as fast as possible. 

 Get involved with the paragraph to understand it. 



 Underline important lines or parts of the passage to answer the 
questions. It will also help to understand the main idea of the 
passage or the tone or mood of the author. 

 Try to translate a complex line in an easy one in your own words and 
your own language. This will help you in analyzing the main idea of 
the paragraph and in seeking the cause and effects of the passage. 

 Underline or mark the keywords. These will help you to discover the 
logical connections in the passage and help in understanding it 
better. 

 Try to understand some certain unfamiliar words by reading the line 
thoroughly. The theme of the line will make you understand the 
meaning of the words. 

 Determine the main idea, tone or mood, inferential reasoning, and 
other details from the paragraph. 

 Do not assume anything based on your personal belief. 

 Look back at the paragraph when in doubt. 

 Read the questions and all the alternative provided and choose the 
most appropriate one. 

One Small Tip 

Every time, you read something do not ignore an unknown word find its 

meaning immediately. This will help you a lot to learn new words but 

don‟t forget to use them in your day to day conversations, whenever 

possible. In this way, keep working on your vocabulary without 

stopping. 
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